Utah Public Alerts

Administered
through the Utah
Department of
Public Safety and
the Bureau of
Criminal
Identification




Utah has four types of public safety alerts
available and at the disposal of law
enforcement to assist in safe location and
recovery of missing individuals.

e Utah AMBER Alert (America’s Missing Broadcast
Emergency Response)

e Endangered Missing Advisory Alert (EMA)
e Silver Alert
e Blue Alert

EMERGENCY




Criteria for Missing Person

e Law Enforcement agency must have a missing
oerson report on file to support a missing
person entry, or alert.

e Missing person should be entered into the
national database (NCIC) as soon as possible.

-




AMBER Alert

The Utah AMBER Alert is part of the nationwide AMBER
Alert Plan. It is a voluntary partnership between
law-enforcement agencies and broadcasters. It utilizes
electronic roadway signs, cell phones, and email as
methods to alert the public about a missing child and @
suspected abductor.

The goal is to instantly activate the entire community to
assist in the search for and safe return of abducted
children.

saves missing children




AMBER Alert: Background

Utah adopted the AMBER Alert plan in April 2002.
o Originally known as the Rachael Alert for Rachael Marie

Runyan.
m Name changed to match national name in 2003.

First Rachael Alert was issued June 5, 2002.
o Elizabeth Smart.

Utah was the 5th state to adopt a statewide plan.

To date, Utah has issued 77 AMBER alerts for 96 kids.
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What determines an AMBER Alert?

Law enforcement has to consider ALL four items
listed in the AMBER Alert criteria before sending out
an AMBER Alert.

If the criteria does not fit the AMBER Alert
reguirements, then the agency can consider

issuing an Endangered Missing Advisory (EMA).

Criteria

Law Enforcement believes a
child or children have been
abducted

The child or children are 17
yedrs old or younger

Law Enforcement believes

the victim(s) face imminent
danger of serious bodily
Injury or death

There is information that
could assist the public in
the safe recovery of the
victim or apprehension of a
suspect




Alerts can be activated anytime of the
day or night and will include information
on the child, as well as the suspect/person
of interest, and/or vehicle.

Procedure

All this information is shared with the
media and the public all with the sole
purpose of locating the missing child ds
SO0ON as possible.

If during the investigation, the agency discovers the suspect might be traveling out of state,
BCI has the ability to transmit the alert to surrounding states, or nationwide. If needed, the
Utah AMBER Alert coordinators may also reach out to other states and request that they

activate an AMBER Alert on our behalf.

AMBER Alert can be changed or modified anytime new information comes in.




Methods of Notification

Utah BCI automatically activates the following notification methods to alert the public:

Traffic Signs WEA (Cell Phone) Message  Emails (Media)

'— . J UTAH AMBER ALERT ACTIVATED
¢ i & EMERGENCY ALERTS 2m ago

UCJIS_MESSAGE_SYSTEM@utah.gov

. AMBER Alert .
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W Categorize this message as Personal 3

Cedar City PD: Non family

UTAH AMBER ALERT ACTIVATED

abduction. Suspect is Emily DTN N THshos (8 X000 QR0 N AROUT T
Luciano who is 5 feet 10 inches, VEHICLE ¢ = STATEAR
200 pounds, brown hair. She was
last driving a Black Toyota Camry,

license plate (UT) F299SF. Infant
victim is Peyton Everett Caraballo-

Winston. He is 5 months old,
blonde hair, blue eyes. https:// N i T e o o et e
alert.utah.gov R PRESENTATION

1 more notification ™ :J

ABLE AT/USUALLY NOT USETL

Alert Website

E= ARIBER &
=REES

No Active AMBER Alerts

Issued/Active Utah ANMBER Alerts will be posted here.
1f an AMBER Alert was recently issued it will post to this page soon.

Alert Information
Utah's criteria for an AMBER Alert:

or apprehension of a suspect

Follow Us on Social Media
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Utah participates in national and state tests of the AMBER Alert
system in January and August each year.




Endangered Missing Advisory (EMA)

The Endangered Missing Advisory Alert is to be used for
endangered or missing persons of any age with urgent
needs.

it is also a voluntary partnership between law
enforcement and local broadcasters to rapidly
disseminate information to all of Utah law enforcement
agencies, news mediag, and the public.

This Is an alternative solution to situations that do not
meet the AMBER Alert criteria.

MISSING
PERSON




Are there guidelines for an EMA?

The EMA is initiated solely by Utah law enforcement
agencies using the following guidelines:

For juveniles, do the circumstances fail to meet the
criteria for an AMBER Alert?

s the person missing under unexplained, involuntary, or
suspicious circumstances?

s the person believed to be in danger?

Danger due to any of the
following:

Age
Health
Environment

Mental disability
Weather conditions

In the company of a
potentially dangerous person
Any other factor that may put
the person in peril such as:
Internet enticed, missing
college student, and overdue
hikers or travelers




Once the guidelines have been met, the
agency who is issuing an EMA contacts BCI
at the UCJIS Help Desk to let them know
that an EMA is being issued (or cancelled).

Procedure

After removing all sensitive information,
the UCJIS Help Desk will send an email to
all media. The media then decide if they
want to broadcast the information.

If the agency feels, they can appoint a Public Information Officer (PIO) to handle the press,
and release further information if needed.




Methods of Notification

e Different from the AMBER Alert, the only automatic notification
will be to all law enforcement.

o The UCJIS Help Desk sends an email notification to the media
with law enforcement sensitive information removed.

o No freeway signs will be activated by the Traffic Operations
Center (TOC) unless warranted.

o No email or cell phones will be activated.




Silver Alert

Utah's Silver Alert went live in May 2019, and is an
alert notification for missing endangered adults
60 years of age or older and/or individuals of any
age with Dementia or Alzheimer's.

The Silver Alert is mandatory if the circumstances
meet the criteria.




Silver Alert Guidelines

e Anyone over the age of 60.

e Individuals of any age with Dementia or

Alzheimer’s.
o This includes Autistic individuals of any age.

Utah’s definition of
endangered adult and
dementia

(1) “Dementia” means a person
has a form of cognitive decline
that significantly affects the
person’s ability to make
decisions and provide for health,
safety, or self-care. This term
iIncludes Alzheimer’s disease and
other forms of dementia marked
by the continual loss of memory
and awareness of surroundings.

(2) “Endangered adult” means a
person 60 years of age or older
or a person under 60 years of
age who has a form of
dementia.




Once the guidelines have been met, the
agency who is issuing the Silver Alert
should contact BCl at the UCJIS Help Desk

to let them know that the alert is being
Procedure issued (or cancelled).

After entering the information in UCJIS, an

emalil will be sent to the media by the help
desk. The media then decides if they want
to broadcast the information.

The BCl's Silver Alert webpage will show any active Silver Alerts.




Methods of Notification

e The TOC will activate signs in the geographical area where
the person went missing.

o If law enforcement agency determines a larger geographical
area should be alerted, the law enforcement agency may
contact the Help Desk to make that request.




Blue Alert

The BLUE Alert system is to help law enforcement with the
mMeans to speed the apprehension of violent criminals who kill

or seriously injure local, state, or federal law enforcement
officers.

The Blue Alert facilitates a speedy capture of criminals that
pose a threat to the community and law enforcement
personnel.

Using media broadcasts and Department of Transportation
messaging signs, each Blue Alert covers the state with
iInformation identifying a detailed description of the offender,
the offender’s vehicle, and license plate information which will
iInevitably hinder the violator’s ability to flee the state.




Utah’s definition of injured o
assaulted

“Serious bodily injury” means
bodily injury that creates or
caused serious permanent
disfigurement, protracted loss or
iImpairment of the function of
any bodily member or organ, or
creates a substantial risk of

Blue Alert Guidelines

The term BLUE ALERT means information sent

through the network relating to: death.

e The serious injury or death of a law enforcement OR (12) “Substantial bodily injury”
officer in the line of duty or, means bodily injury, not

e An officer who is missing in connection with the amounting to serious bodily
officer’s official duties or, INnjury, that creates or causes

e Animminent and credible threat that an individual protracted physical pain,
intends to cause the serious injury or death of a law temporary distigurement, or

temporary loss or impairment of
the function of any bodily
memiber or organ.

enforcement officer.




Blue Alert Criteria

Law enforcement officer killed, injured, or
assaulted.

Imminent threat to public.

Information available for the public.

Will dissemination of information help avert
further harm?

Agency administrator must approve the alert.

Utah’s definition of injured o
assaulted

“Serious bodily injury” means
bodily injury that creates or
caused serious permanent
disfigurement, protracted loss
or impairment of the function of
any bodily memlber or organ, or
creates a substantial risk of
death.

OR (12) “Substantial bodily injury”
means bodily injury, Nnot
amounting to serious bodily
INnjury, that creates or causes
protracted physical pain,
temporary disfigurement, or
temporary loss or impairment of
the function of any bodily

nmemiber or organ.




The issuing agency must contact the
UCJIS Help Desk to inform them that a Blue
Alert Is being issued.

Procedure The Media who requested notification will
broadcast the message.

The Traffic Operations Control (TOC) may
activate the freeway signs if warranted.

All Utah law enforcement agencies will receive a new Broadcast Message with the
alert’s information.




Quick Reminder: For a missing person to be listed on the BCl Website, a Missing
Person Waiver must be submitted to BCI by the agency or a family member.

Criteria for Entry into the Utah Missing P

The following guidelines must be met before information on
deceased/living person can be entered into the Utah Missi
Bulletin/Web Site.

MISSING PERSON (Information on a Utah missing person or a pe
another state but believed to be in Utah.)

Walver can be submitted In
person or by email.

1. The parent, spouse or guardian must contact a law enfor¢
missing person report. The missing person must be entere
Information Center (NCIC) files by the law enforcement age!

2. A “Missing Persons Clearinghouse Report Form” must b
returned to the Utah Missing Person Clearinghouse, Departn
S 2700 W, Suite 1300, Taylorsville, UT 84129. Forms can b
Clearinghouse.

T h e O g e n Cy C O S e n u m b e r m u St 3. Acurrent original photograph (color preferred) must be rect
be i n C | u d ed, O |O H g Wit h th e ) Person Clearinghouse. (Note: Do not write on the back ofj
victim’s photo. :

All information must be approved by the law enforcement
missing person report.

The Utah Missing Person Clearinghouse personnel will obf
law enforcement phone number to contact in the event the p

UTAH MISSING PERSON CLEARINGHOUSE REPORT FORM/WAIVER
Be very specific, the more accurate and complete the information, the betier the chances of identification.

MISSING PERSON
NAME: (LAST, First, Mide] ALIAS/NICKNAMES:
sex: RACE: PLACE OF BIRTH: (Cy, State. County) o
HEIGHT: WEIGHT: HAIR COLOR: EYECOLOR: | BUILD: oi
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: HAIR LENGTH: HAR STYLE: | COMPLEXION:

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS (Scars, Ump, Tattoos, Jeweiry, Glasses, Elc.)

DENTAL RECORDS AVAILABLE?

O YES ONO O YES

MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE?
O NO

AVAILABLE

OYES

O NO

MEDICAL PROBLEMS? O YES

ONO  TYPE OF PROBLEM:

PRESCRIPTIONS:

MENTAL STATE (Depressed, Sukidal, eic )

LOCATION LAST SEEN (Include City, State):

DATE/TIME OF LAST CONTACT:

L

LAST SEEN WEARING:

AGENCY INFORMATION
LOCAL AGENCY HANDLING CASE: LOCAL AGENCY CASE NUMBER:
STREET ADDRESS: CITYISTATEZ®:

OFFICERS NAME: PHONE NUMEER:

OTHER INFORMATION
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION (Attach addtional sheets, f needed, include any garding person's that may assist in the
recovery of the person. If the person has been missing before, indicate where and how recovered)

INSTRUCTIONS

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS APPLICABLE ENCLOSURES
The Report Form should be signed by the parent/ Current photograph of the missing person.

HOBSIES AND INTERESTS(Dancing, Swimming, Suring,

ASSOCIATIONS & HANGOUTS (Country Bars, V

SUSPECT INFORMATION

Fishing, etc.) Rinks, etc.):
INCIDENT TYPE:
O RUNAWAY O PARENTAL ABDUCTION O ENDANGERED O INVOLUNTARY O DISABLED O DISAST)

IN COMPANY OF:
ONON CUSTOOIAL PARENT 0 ABDUCTOR O FRIEND

NAME: (LAST, First, Mddie)

guardian/spouse and mailed along with the applicable

enclosures to: In cases of parental abductions, a copy of the court-
Department of Public Safety certified custody order stating that the reporting parent
Utah Missing Person Cleari % o

has custody must be enclosed. (NOTE Ifitis
4315 S 2700 W, Suite 1300

Taylorsville, Utah 84129

that the | parent-s
be included in the bulletin, acopyofmecotn-cemﬁad
active felony warrant, which is presently in NCIC must
be made available to Utah Missing Person
Clearinghouse prior to publication of the photograph.)

Tell Free Hotline: (888) 770-6477 or (801) 281-5075

sighting information is received by the Utah Missing Person ALASMADEN NAME: sex: RACE: L
The igned of
g : LAST KNOWN ADORESS (Sreet, Cy, State, 2ip) PHONE: R~ 3 reiorahip: parent, Zpouse, legal guardan, i) Print athe peson)

6. In cases of parental abductions, a copy of the court-certified requests mn’:};,mm age, o P et andci e T stat
the reporting parent has custody must be received b published and circulated by any method subscribed to by the invest or the Utah Department of Public Safety,
cl .p h g p Note: If iti ytedth tthe tgd' HEIGHT: WEIGHT: HAR COLOR: EVECOLOR: | SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBES g Person Clearing which includes, but is not limited to, (issenmabd'n-mhpublm other law enforcement agencies,
b earing .ouse. ( o e Is regues a non-custodi hospitals, social services, children's shelters, medical examiners and/or other ag d with q p
included in the bulletin, an active felony warrant must be ORIVERS LICENSE NUMBER (Inchude state): OCCUPATION:

Information Center (NCI rior to publication of the phot: Itis further understood and agreed that any and all mlumnmn supplled by me shall be truthful, and | agree to hold harmless the
’ T c ( Cc C) p 7 p photog UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS (Scars, Limp, Tattoos, Jewelry, Glasses, Etc.) Utah Department of Public Safety for any errors of omissi g by misinformation | may supply.
investigating officer must be obtained.
VEHICLE I agree to hold hm'nlssa any agency or department using tmnsmmng or distributing this information for any errors whatsoever
i i iqati S MAKE: MODEL: VEMICLE YEAR: | TYPE/STYLE: | COLOR: T by ion | may supply and 00 the Utah D of Public Safety, all law enforcement agencies,
7. The parent, spouse, g_uardlap or |nvest|gat|ng officer mus, - or other organization indivi o T o ad ohodt stidorlitlon foom
Person CIea"nghouse 'mmedlately of the location or return inst all legal iabm mdudlng defendants- cos(fof suits, claims, actions or damages that the reported missing person might
UICENSE STATE: | DESCRIPTION (Oth nage, VIN): prosecute against them.
lagraetonoﬁylheumh‘ g Person Clearingh: and the i ga vageno/olanywdated mworadd‘honal
ARENT | GUAR SPOUSE infi i ing, personuuﬂorhrsmmmoulsandofany hanges in my p 23 |
L 4 AN further agree that a p eopyofmts ion has the same effect as the original.
PARENTIGUARDIAN/SPOUSE NAME: (LAST. First, Middie) RE
X X X
STREET ADORESS: Ly (Printed name of Parent/Guardian/Spouse) (Sigr of P /Sp ) (Date)
NOTETO PARENT/GUARDIANSPOUSE CAREFULLY READ AND SIGN STATEMENTOl| | THIS BOX FOR THE USE OF THE UTAH MISSING PERSON CLEARINGHOUSE
DATE DATE NIC NUMBER: WEB PAGE VERIFIED WITH | DATE CLEARED: | MISSING PERSON PACKET
RECEIVED: CONFIRMED: UPDATED: AGENCY: FILLED OUT:




Utah Missing Persons | "/ -
Website

tah Depar

public

The missing persons website
for Utah can be found at:
bC|UtOh oV mlSSIn ersons Utah Missing Persons Clearinghouse Functions

Assist law enforcement, as requested, with investigations of missing persons to include adults and children.

Entry of all unidentified persons in Utah into the National Crime Information Center.

R e S O u rC e S Train Law Enforcement and the public on the Utah AMBER Alert, Silver Alert, and the Endangered Missing Advisory.

Notify Utah Vital Statistics of all Utah-born missing persons for flagging of birth certificates.

C O n tO Ct I n fo rm O t I O n Maintain the Utah Missing Persons website with information and photos of missing persons and unidentified persons.

M iS S i n Pe rSO n WO ive r Coordinate with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children on missing persons and unidentified persons cases.
g Act as an information center producing and distributing bulletins, reports, and newsletters.

M iS S i n g p e rS O n S b u | | eti n Provide a network link to NCIC, FBI, and INTERPOL, for international investigative and information exchange.

Collect and maintain computerized data and investigative information on missing persons.

L o L]
U n I d e n t I f I e d p e rS O n S Establish and operate a statewide telephone line for reports of missing persons and reports of sightings of missing persons.

Provide a uniform reporting and investigation protocol relating to missing persons for law enforcement agencies within the state

Assist in the training of law enforcement, other professionals, and the public on issues relating to missing persons.



http://bci.utah.gov/missing-persons

Quick Reminders:

e A cancelation has to be submitted for ALL ALERTS after the missing child/person has
been located, whether they are found safe or not.

o Recently we noticed that there are at least 5 Endangered Missing Alerts (EMA’s) for which we
never received a cancelation notice and the subjects were located safely.

e Modifications are only to be submitted if there are changes or updates that need to
be made on the alerts (AMBER and Silver).

o If missing person is located, alert must be canceled, and not modified.

e The UCJIS Help Desk must be notified prior to issuance of an alert is issued, and
should be contacted when an alert is canceled.

o 801-b503-5566 AMBER Alerts ONLY
o 801-965-4446 (Silver, EMA, and Blue)




An Agency Perspective

Sgt. Vazquez

Riverdale Police Dept.
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