


How is a criminal history 
created?



Adult cited/arrested by an 
Utah law enforcement agency 

• 18 years of age or older

• Juvenile if tried as an adult

• 10 print card or citation generated 



The officer has two choices:

Cite 
& release

Arrest 
& book

A citation w/ the 
right index

finger is issued

A 10-print OTN 
card is born

or



Every peace officer shall: 
Obtain fingerprints and forward 

without delay to the division (BCI)

UCA 53-10-207 (1-2)



10 Print or Single Print is generated



Good quality prints:



“Rolls”

“Slaps”



This is an example of a 
good quality “roll”:

• Rolled nail to nail

• Detail of first knuckle

• The ridge detail is clear

• The print is readable

• Can see delta and pattern type



This is an example of a 
good quality “slap”:

• The pattern type is visible

• The delta(s) are present

• The ridge detail is clear

• The print is readable



This is an example of a 
poor quality print:

• Cannot see pattern type

• Cannot see delta

• No readable detail

• Not rolled nail to nail

• The print is basically a blob



Non-Acceptable



Quality matters!



Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System

AFIS



Print comparison is not 
“as seen on TV” – it takes 

time and manual work





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Counts
What is there
What is missing
According to the FBI, there are no required amount of points for a print to be considered a match. It is ultimately up to the discretion of the expert. 



If BCI does not receive  
fingerprints, or receives prints 
in too poor of quality, then the 
arrest cannot be added to the 

RAP sheet



Without fingerprints, there is NO 
record. Do not put in the work of 

arresting and citing and not 
obtain a fingerprint

No prints = No record

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Help us help you! 



State Identification 
Number (SID)



AFIS determines an individual 
has not been arrested in Utah

• BCI assigns a Utah SID Number
• Everyone with record has unique 

SID number
• All subsequent arrests for 

person attached to SID



Who has a RAP sheet? 



What is on a RAP sheet? 

• Identifying information
• Images
• Arresting agency
• Charges
• Prosecution information
• Disposition information





Personal identifiers:



Potential flags
• Convicted of a Felony
• Firearm Felony
• Child Abuse
• Domestic Violence
• Crimes Against Women
• Deceased



Arrests & convictions:



OTN:



New/added charges:



OTRK:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OTRK information is now available at the end of the UCH. You are able to view the offender ID, Assigned Staff Information (Agent), Officer of the Day, and the start and end date of probation. It is also available when running a DLQ. Running an offender that may be on probation, there is a possibility that the individual has a PSAN (Public Safety Announcement Notification) connected with their information and an officer may be monitoring this offender especially when a DLQ and/or CHQ is ran on this offender. They will receive notifications directly to their email and phone via text message. They may contact you or the officer who ran the inquiry to inquire why the transaction was ran. If you are notified, you will be able to disseminate that information using a secondary dissemination log.




Prosecutions Role



Information from Prosecutor:

UCA 77-2-3
The Prosecutor decides whether 

to prosecute or not

If prosecuted, the case 
goes to court



Declined to prosecute:



Courts Role



Information from courts:

• Convicted
• Dismissed
• Charge severity
• Fines
• Probation
• Etc.

Was the individual prosecuted?



Court disposition:



Prosecutor Courts

Fingerprint card 
or citationArrest/Summons

OTN from 
Disposition

BCI



Arresting agency fail to file:

UCA 53-10-207 (1-2) 

The arresting or citing 
agency makes the decision to 
not file the charges with the 

prosecutor



Fail to file disposition:



Can a record have too 
much information?

Never

The more information included on 
citations & 10 print cards, the more we 

can make available to UCJIS users



Information on UCH is 
only as good as the 

information given to BCI



Example:
Yogi Bear was arrested for 

possible DUI



BCI receives 10 
print card from 
the jail/prison



Fingerprints are compared 
in AFIS Database

• Charges added to RAP sheet under already 
existing SID number

• Additional information found on citation is 
added to RAP sheet
• New Identifiers 
• AKA’s
• Scars, marks, tattoos
• Addresses 



New arrest is added to 
Yogi’s criminal history 



BCI receives information 
from the courts



What if you have someone 
who is always getting 

arrested or cited?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looks change, but fingerprints do not. AFIS makes comparisons to see if we have fingerprints on file for previous arrests. If the print matches, the new charge is added to the existing criminal record. 
If there are no matching prints, a new criminal history is created. 



The death of a RAP sheet:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If someone passes away, it does not mean that their Rapsheet passes away with them. 



Retention period:

• The retention period is 75 years 
• Certain offenses are not 

qualified for expungement
• Meeting retention period or 

expungement is the only way to 
remove a criminal history

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meeting the retention period or getting an expungement is the only way to remove a criminal history. 



Expungement:

• Research
• Criteria 
• Retention periods
• Approve or deny

U.C.A. 77-40-102(8) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
U.C.A. 77-40-102(8) defines “expunge” as means to seal or otherwise restrict the access to the petitioner’s record of arrest, investigation, detention, or conviction held by an agency. According to U.C.A. 77-40-108; after a charge is expunged, the petitioner may respond to any inquiry as though the arrest or conviction did not occur. After BCI receives an “order of expungement” signed by a judge, the Bureau completely deletes all information about the charge. The information is stored in an expungement file, and can only be accessed by agencies listed under U.C.A. 77-40-109.






Coming soon to an agency 
near you:

Auto Expungements 
May 1, 2020



Expungement questions?

Contact them directly at:

(801) 281-5198
bciexpungements@utah.gov

Supervisor: Brett Wilson
brettwilson@utah.gov



Quiz
Are these fingerprints 

acceptable? 



No



Yes



No



No

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Double tap
No pattern type
No delta
Not a full slap 
Is this the right index finger?



No



Questions?
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